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Homily Notes for Sunday, July 3, 14th Sunday OT  C 
Scriptures: Isaiah 66:10-14c, Ps 66, Gal 6:14-18, Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 

Deacon John Ragland 

1. Sacred Scripture uses expansive language to speak of the fruitfulness of God’s 
generosity — words that illustrate flourishing and abundance.   Jesus speaks of the 
divine action within us, as Saint Luke records, in these expansive terms: growing, 
expanding, bursting; “the harvest is abundant,” Jesus says.   This echoes what you just 
heard read from the prophet Isaiah: “Your heart shall rejoice and your bodies flourish 
like the grass; the Lord’s power shall be known to his servants.” 

2. Grace moves within us for growth and for greater intimacy with God Himself.   The 
irony is apparent: this interior, soulful journey not only draws us inward into our very 
depths, but it also pushes us outward. 

3. The growth of grace within us often comes with difficulty from our vantage point — 
the struggle to surrender to the intimate workings of grace, the struggle to receive the 
very love of God, which is freely given.   Again, the irony is apparent: we often have to 
learn to trust God to surrender to what He freely gives to us by grace.   Often, this 
interior struggle leads us to an inward turn, to self-reflection. 

4. However, the soul that longs for flourishing and fulfillment can feel as a lamb 
among wolves.   Difficulty sometimes makes us hard-nosed, stubborn even in some 
cases, or in a protective posture for those who know a world of hurt in their heart.   
The art of surrender is in fact a movement outward — from being trapped within the 
confines of our very selves.   The art of surrender is one whereby we learn to trust.   
This movement outward is the call of the Lord.   “The harvest is abundant but the 
laborers are few.”   To labor is not only to serve the good of another, but also to know 
Him. (We have to read the operating manual before operating the machine). 

5. So, what does it take to surrender to grace, to be moved by God — that ecstatic 
means by which we are drawn from the trappings of our own very selves and come to 
know how to rest our longing hearts in the Lord’s peace?   While the heart longs to be 
loved — to receive the love of another, generously—we long not only to receive that 
which is good, but also to give of our own selves generously. The taste of giving of 
oneself for the good of another is the taste of charity. 

6. We human beings cannot love what we do not know.   Knowing and loving go hand 
in hand.   In fact, it requires a substantial imagination to think beyond our 
surroundings — stretching our minds beyond what we already know and what we are 
familiar with.   Too few Christians have an imagination for heaven.   Faith stretches the 
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mind — not to fantasy, but to reality, to possibilities, and to see the world as God sees 
it. 

7. The early Dominicans used similar expansive language regarding study, believe it or 
not.   The exhortation was that the brothers should devour the living word of God — 
hungrily desiring to know God more deeply in their study, which enkindled the fire of 
a greater love in their hearts for the Savior. 

8. You cannot love what you do not know.    Study in faith brings greater knowledge of 
God, which is itself a grace.   The virtue of faith teaches us how to see beyond.   Those 
without faith believe in only what they can see — what is visible.   The lack of faith 
risks spiritual death; the lack of faith risks being trapped in one’s own self.   The virtue 
of faith allows you to see deeper and further.   The virtue of faith allows you to come to 
know that you are loved by God, whom you can know.   This kind of faith requires not 
only grace and prayer, but also study — not the drudgery of regurgitation, but the 
kind of wonderment for the ways of God, and the life of God that enlivens the mind 
and the heart to see as God sees and to know God in Himself. 

9. Faith comes with a risk, however, which threatens our native stability and 
comfortability.   Moreover, faith brings a sweet taste of salvation to our souls.   This 
growing, expanding, and flourishing is required for a life animated by the love of God 
and the knowledge of God — of a soul who has fallen in love with God and who has 
discovered the virtue of faith. 

10. The grace of faith enlivens the soul with the Holy Spirit, who is a living presence.   
The Holy Spirit enlivens the form of our Christian life — making it fuller, more 
expansive, and full of joy for this movement outward.   But this takes strengthening 
our interior life with the virtue of faith and the labor of study.   The virtue of faith 
brings us life, and it is the Holy Spirit who gives the breath of new life in faith. 

11. The harvest is abundant.   Ask for the grace of faith to be a laborer. 

12.  The two Questions: Based on this Sunday’s Mass, 
     What should I offer up to God at the time of the offering? 
     What is the one thing that would make me the better-version-of-myself that God       
          wants? 

Special note for next week. I, Father Paul, am going to be preaching on how we obtain 
true freedom and avoid slavery to the evil. Please read Deut. 30:10-30, Romans, 6:1-23. 
Then ask yourselves, what is the path that leads to “freedom” in a biblical, godly 
sense? I especially invite our youth, especially teenagers to come for this! 


